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The Bhoxas are a primitive tribal group inhabiting the foothills of
central Himalayan region of northern India. This region includes jungles
infested with malaria. The Bhoxas live with the Tharu tribe which is
widely spread from India to Nepal whereas the Bhoxa population is
distributed over the commissionaires of Kumaun and Garhwal in the
newly created province of Uttarakhand in India and in the district of
Bullandshahar in Uttar Pradesh. The Bhoxa tribe is believed to have
originated from the Muslim occupation of northern India in mediaeval
period.
This group is listed as one of the 76 primitive tribal groups in India
and is on the Government list of priorities for upliftment and welfare.
Somehow the government schemes towards this have been unsuccessful
and marginal in their effect on the tribe.
This tribe is showing signs of distress and panic in a fast changing
world they feel hard to cope with in order to protect their identity and
culture. Their fear is that ‘we will not last long and will be lost forever by
next generation’. Urbanization and the new industrial economy have
caused land alienation as more land passes in the hands of new migrants,
and have compounded stresses related to the survival and growth of the
tribes. Identity crisis has lowered their self esteem. As one of their
prominent leaders said, “we have little hope of surviving in future and will
soon be lost in oblivion” as a separate community. This low confidence in
their capacity to grow out of their traditional ways of life has become a
real cause of concern. Many people have taken to drinking which has
contributed to further physical and emotional degeneration of the tribe as a
whole in the state of Uttarakhand.
This ethnographic study based on the socio-economic survey of
every Bhoxa householder (N=7000) in Garhwal region was undertaken in
2005 and 2007. We explore a variety of problems this tribal group is
facing such as subsistence, education, health and hygiene, land alienation,
and demands on tribal land for industrial production and commercial
agriculture resulting from skewed developmental priorities of government
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policy. This paper analyzes the causes of growing economic and political
marginalization of our tribal group and strives to find some solutions to
the problem.
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